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thousands and thousands of square miles. It was about time
that they should be thoroughly explored, for then alone would
it be possible to say that Captain Cook had really done what
he pretended to have done, and that his New South Wales and
Tasman's New Holland were really all there was to the old
puzzle about the unknown Southern Continent.

It was mainly in order to put an end to all such talk that the
Admiralty now decided to send out two vessels which should
systematically search the entire region between the Antarctic,
South America, and New Zealand. Under the right sort of a
commander two ships would be just as useful as a whole fleet,
and now, if Captain Cook were willing to be the leader of
this new venture, everybody felt sure that the expedition would
be a success.

The gallant captain was more than willing, for by then he
had fallen into the hands of what in his day was called
'fashion* and what to-day is known as * society.' Perhaps
some day some one with greater courage than I will give us
a "History of Society" and its influence upon human pro-
gress. He would come to some very distressing conclusions.
If Society (with a capital * S ') were based only upon money
(as so many people seem to believe), then we would not have
to bother about its disastrous effect upon society (with a small
* s *), for money is in a constant state of flux, and the poor of
to-day arc the rich of to-morrow, and vice versa. But there
is more to Society as designated to mean a "higher social
circle" than an unlimited bank account and ditto credit.
What it is that ever since the beginning of recorded history
has kept this small number of fashionable people together and
given them their power is something much more subtle than
mere money. It is their ability to take themselves, their plea-
sures, pastimes, and prejudices with complete and unques-
tioning seriousness. For they instinctively realize that they
have nothing tangible to set themselves apart from the rest of
the community. They are no better born, better mannered,